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Narrative
Melrose is a small city located approximately seven miles north of Boston
with a geographic area of 4.76 square miles and a population of 28,150
people.
Since its settlement in the middle of the 18th century, Melrose has offered
its residents a desirable compromise between the crowded metropolis of
Boston and the frontier of rural exurbia. Melrose is predominantly
residential with exquisite Victorian homes dating from the late 1900s, but
beyond being a city of homes, Melrose has a long-standing tradition of
being self-sufficient, to support residents' housing, education,
employment, health, shopping, entertainment, recreation and leisure needs.
Melrose is proud of its excellent schools, its cultural facilities,
including the 75-year old Melrose Symphony Orchestra, Melrose Massachusetts
Television, the very active local cable channel, and its Victorian downtown
area which is supported by a Chamber of Commerce and dates back to 1900.
Another vital component of the quality of life in Melrose is its varied
open space and recreation facilities. E1l Pond is a large natural feature
in Melrose's center, trees line Melrose streets and parks and open spaces
are dispersed through and around the city. Melrose is the true
implementation of the notion of a garden city with a
commercial/institutional downtown surrounded by housing of varied
densities. 1In addition, the city is ringed by a "green belt" which
includes the Middlesex Fells Reservation to the west, and this belt buffers
it from surrounding communities. Melrose's recreational facilities include
two golf courses, Pine Banks Park and Morelli field, a state-of-the-art
baseball facility.

(Narrative supplied by community)
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EGEOGRAPHY

Location

Eastern Massachusetts, bordered by Wakefield on the north, Saugus on the east,
Malden on the south, and Stoneham on the west. Melrose is 7 miles north of

Boston; 8 miles west of Lynn; 97 miles south of Portland, Maine;
from New York City.

Total Area: 4.76 sq. miles
Land Area: 4.70 sq. miles
Population: 28,150

Density: 5,989 per sq. mile

Climate
(National Climatic Data Center)

(Reading Station)
Normal temperature in January..... 24.5°F
Normal temperature in July........ 71.0°F
Normal annual precipitation....... 46.6"

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates

Boston North

Regional Planning Agency
Metropolitan Area Planning Council
Metropolitan Statistical Area

(1993 Definition)
Boston
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and 225 miles



@GOVERNMENT

Municipal Offices
Main Number: (781) 665-2225
Telephone Numbers for Public Information

Form of Government
Mayor -Board of Aldermen

Year Incorporated
As a town: 1850
As a city: 1900

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994)

Number %
Total Registered 17,174
Democrats 6,319 36.8
Republicans 3,100 18.1
Other parties 4 0.0
Unenrolled Voters 7,751 45.1

Legislators

Senators and Representatives by City and Town
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http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/telidx.htm
http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/legis/citytown.htm

@DEMOGRAPHICS

Table DP-1. Profil e of General Demographic Characteristics: 2000

Ceographic Area: Melrose city, Massachusetts

[Far information on corfidertiality protection, nonsampling error, and definitions, see text]
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fHOUSING CHARACTERISTICS

Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman) -

Town Stats - Free market Statistics

Subsidized Housing Units (pHCD 1998)

DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal
for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units

in certain eligible subsidized developments.

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999)

Conventional State: 346
Conventional Federal: 0
Rental Assistance(DHCD 1999)
State (MRVP: 19
Federal (Section 8): 165
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http://www.thewarrengroup.com/home/ts

E'TRANSPORTATION

TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS

Melrose is situated in the Greater Boston Area, which has excellent rail,
air, and highway facilities. State Route 128 and Interstate Route 495
divide the region into inner and outer zones, which are connected by
numerous "spokes" providing direct access to the airport, port, and
intermodal facilities of Boston.

Major Highways
Principal highways are U.S. Route 1 running N-S and State Route 99.
Rail
Commuter rail service to North Station, Boston,is available from Melrose

Highlands (travel time 17-19 min.; 28 MBTA parking spaces), Cedar Park
(travel time 15-17 min.; 68 spaces), and Wyoming Hill (travel time 13-15

min.; 28 spaces). Freight rail service is available from the Springfield
Terminal Railway. Contact number: (508) 663-1073
Bus

Melrose is a member of the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority
(MBTA) . There is fixed route bus service to neighboring communities and to
Malden Station and Oak Grove Station on the Orange Line. The MBTA also
provides THE RIDE, a paratransit service for the elderly and disabled.

Other

Logan International Airport as well as the Boston docks, railroads and bus
terminals are within easy commuting distance of Melrose, providing
excellent land, sea and air carrier service.
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@CULTURE AND RECREATION

LIBRARIES

Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalo

MUSEUMS

(American Association of Museums)
None

RECREATION

Telephone Numbers for Public Information
Recreational Facilities (Recreational sites and activities)

Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section
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http://www.mlin.lib.ma.us/flash3.html
http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/
http://www.state.ma.us/dem/rec-act.htm

@MISCELLANEOUS

HEALTH FACILITIES

(Dept. of Public Health 1992)

Hospitals
Melrose-Wakefield Hospital

Long Term Care
Elmhurst Nursing Home
Mackenzie Nursing Home, Inc.
Melrose Care Center
Normandy House Nursing Home
Tuell Nursing Home

Hospices
None
Rest Homes
Fitch Rest Home
Qosterman's Melrose R.H., Inc

UTILITIES
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities
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http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/
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NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source
of information is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality
were incorporated to correct and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However,
no changes were made to those data bases which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has
made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take
responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the information contained in this document.
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